May 12, 2021

O 1400

YSLETA DEL SUR PUEBLO AND
ALABAMA-COUSHATTA TRIBES
OF TEXAS EQUAL AND FAIR OP-
PORTUNITY ACT

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2208) to restore an opportunity
for tribal economic development on
terms that are equal and fair, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2208

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Ysleta del
Sur Pueblo and Alabama-Coushatta Tribes of
Texas Equal and Fair Opportunity Act”.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT.

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and Alabama
and Coushatta Indian Tribes of Texas Res-
toration Act (Public Law 100-89; 101 Stat.
666) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 301. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

““Nothing in this Act shall be construed to
preclude or limit the applicability of the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act (256 U.S.C. 2701
et seq.).”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. SoT0) and the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 2208, intro-
duced by Representative VERONICA
ESCOBAR from Texas, amends the
Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and Alabama and
Coushatta Indian Tribes of Texas Res-
toration Act of 1987 to clarify that the
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act applies
to both the Pueblo and the Tribe.

The Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas was federally terminated in 1954.
This wrong was followed in 1968 by ter-
mination of the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo,
also known as the Tigua Tribe. Con-
gress rightfully restored both the
Pueblo and the Tribe by enacting the
aforementioned Restoration Act of
1987.

The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
was enacted just one year later, in 1988.
The framework that it created should
have applied to both the Pueblo and
the Tribe, just as it did to every other
Tribe.

However, since the Restoration Act
was passed at a time when Indian gam-
ing was just emerging and Federal reg-
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ulations had not yet been imple-
mented, it contains a section regarding
gaming.

We know from the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD that the intent of this section
of the Restoration Act was to clarify
Indian gaming policy at the time, not
to completely prohibit gaming on these
lands in perpetuity.

But that is what is occurring. The
language in the Restoration Act has
been used by the State of Texas to re-
peatedly stymie the Pueblo’s and the
Tribe’s ability to engage in class II
gaming, much to the detriment of the
economic health and well-being of both
the Pueblo and the Tribe.

Additionally, the only other federally
recognized Tribe in Texas, the Kick-
apoo Traditional Tribe, is allowed to
operate a class II gaming facility, as
they were restored by Congress in 1983,
without any type of gaming restric-
tions.

H.R. 2208 remedies this inequality by
clarifying that the Pueblo and the
Tribe, like the Kickapoo, have the
same rights and responsibilities under
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act as
virtually every other federally recog-
nized Tribe in the United States.

This legislation confers no new or
special rights to the Pueblo or the
Tribe, nor does it in any way limit the
existing rights of the State of Texas.
This is simply a matter of parity and
fairness, and I urge adoption of this

legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2208, sponsored by
my colleague from Texas (Ms.
ESCOBAR), would amend the act of Con-
gress that restored the Federal rec-
ognition of the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo
and Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas.

The amendment would override a
gaming limitation imposed by Con-
gress on the Tribes, thereby author-
izing the Tribes to operate casinos reg-
ulated not under Texas law, as Federal
law currently provides, but under the
Federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
of 1988.

The question of whether Texas law or
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act ap-
plies to the two Tribes is no longer
under serious dispute. Federal courts
have settled the question, and the re-
sult of the litigation is that the two
Tribes may not conduct gaming under
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, un-
less Congress enacts a measure to
allow them to do so.

The bill enjoys significant local sup-
port in the communities around the
reservations of the two Tribes, and the
members who represent the Tribes
strongly support enactment of the
measure.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of

my time.
Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from

Texas (Ms. ESCOBAR).
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Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 2208, the Ysleta del Sur Pueb-
lo and Alabama-Coushatta Tribes of
Texas Equal and Fair Opportunity Act.

On March 26 of this year, I intro-
duced this important bipartisan bill
with my colleague, Representative
ToONY GONZALES from the Texas 23rd
Congressional District, to ensure that
Native American Tribes are covered by
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.

Specifically, this bipartisan bill aims
to correct a problem of exclusion that
has been affecting only two Tribes in
the entire United States—the Ysleta
del Sur Pueblo and the Alabama-
Coushatta Indian Tribes of Texas—
since 1987, when Congress passed the
Restoration Act and the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act.

The passage of these 1987 laws inad-
vertently created uncertainty about
which law these Tribes were covered
under and what gaming activities they
were allowed to offer on their reserva-
tions.

Passed in this Chamber during the
116th Congress, this bill offers a com-
monsense solution that will ensure
that the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and Ala-
bama-Coushatta Tribes are covered by
the Indiana Gaming Regulatory Act,
which would provide these Native
American communities with a critical
economic lifeline and an opportunity
to recover from the harmful inequity
that they have faced.

Simply put, this bill would provide
fairness for these two Tribes, like the
only other federally recognized Tribe
in our State, the Kickapoo Traditional
Tribe of Texas.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
protecting our Native American Tribes’
sovereignty and ensuring that they
have the ability to engage in the same
way other Tribes are able to.

The coronavirus pandemic has im-
pacted everyone, but the economic and
health crisis has been devastating to
our Tribes, and this bill offers an op-
portunity for them to safely rebuild
their economies. The reason our Tribes
have suffered so disproportionately is
because of long-term disinvestment
and generational lack of adequate ac-
cess to healthcare and economic assist-
ance.

Communities around the country are
eager to repair their economies fol-
lowing the impact of COVID-19, and
our Tribes are no different. But they
need the clarity this bill would provide
so that they can better control their
economic future.

The parity this bill would create for
these Tribes would also create long
overdue opportunities for them to suc-
ceed by supporting job creation and
their ability to generate revenue that
would fund new housing, educational
programs, and medical facilities for
their people and the surrounding com-
munities, among so many other things.

Now, more than ever, more must be
done to protect other Native American
Tribes, their families, businesses, and
their economic prosperity.



H2226

By passing this bill, Congress would
finally grant the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo
and the Alabama-Coushatta Tribes the
rights, opportunities, and stability
they have long been denied.

Therefore, I urge a ‘‘yes” vote on this
important piece of legislation, and I
am grateful to the leaders in the com-
mittee for their support.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YOUNG), the dean of the House.

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the ranking member, chairman, and
the sponsor for this legislation.

It is a strange thing. If you hang
around here long enough, you keep see-
ing the other end of your tail. We in-
troduced these bills, and there was
never any intention to exclude these
two Tribes, never.

When Mo Udall and I started the
gaming law, everybody thought we
were nuts. It has worked. But never
were these two Tribes to be excluded.
In fact, this legislation rectifies that
problem.

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to be a
sponsor of the legislation, who worked
with you to try to get this done. This
will be justice served to all.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, I am prepared to
close, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, I support this bipartisan bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I thank both Represent-
ative ESCOBAR and Representative
GONZALES for their leadership to right
this wrong, this injustice.

I thank the dean of the House, Rep-
resentative YOUNG, for his very inform-
ative history lesson on the legislation.
I also thank Ranking Member
WESTERMAN for his bipartisan support.

Mr. Speaker, I urge our colleagues to
support the legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CUELLAR). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. SoT0) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
2208.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2547, COMPREHENSIVE
DEBT COLLECTION IMPROVE-
MENT ACT; PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 1065, PREG-
NANT WORKERS FAIRNESS ACT;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, by

direction of the Committee on Rules, 1

call up House Resolution 380 and ask

for its immediate consideration.
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 380

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 2547) to expand and en-
hance consumer, student, servicemember,
and small business protections with respect
to debt collection practices, and for other
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Financial
Services now printed in the bill, modified by
the amendment printed in part A of the re-
port of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, shall be considered
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto,
to final passage without intervening motion
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Finan-
cial Services or their respective designees;
(2) the further amendments described in sec-
tion 2 of this resolution; (3) the amendments
en bloc described in section 3 of this resolu-
tion; and (4) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. After debate pursuant to the first
section of this resolution, each further
amendment printed in part B of the report of
the Committee on Rules not earlier consid-
ered as part of amendments en bloc pursuant
to section 3 of this resolution shall be con-
sidered only in the order printed in the re-
port, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as
read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent,
may be withdrawn by the proponent at any
time before the question is put thereon, shall
not be subject to amendment, and shall not
be subject to a demand for division of the
question.

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time
after debate pursuant to the first section of
this resolution for the chair of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services or her designee
to offer amendments en bloc consisting of
further amendments printed in part B of the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution not earlier disposed
of. Amendments en bloc offered pursuant to
this section shall be considered as read, shall
be debatable for 20 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Finan-
cial Services or their respective designees,
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall
not be subject to a demand for division of the
question.

SEC. 4. All points of order against the fur-
ther amendments printed in part B of the re-
port of the Committee on Rules or amend-
ments en bloc described in section 3 of this
resolution are waived.

SEC. 5. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 1065) to eliminate discrimination
and promote women’s health and economic
security by ensuring reasonable workplace
accommodations for workers whose ability
to perform the functions of a job are limited
by pregnancy, childbirth, or a related med-
ical condition. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. The
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Education
and Labor now printed in the bill shall be
considered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
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amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto, to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Education and Labor or their respective des-
ignees; and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 6. (a) At any time through the legisla-
tive day of Friday, May 14, 2021, the Speaker
may entertain motions offered by the Major-
ity Leader or a designee that the House sus-
pend the rules as though under clause 1 of
rule XV with respect to multiple measures
described in subsection (b), and the Chair
shall put the question on any such motion
without debate or intervening motion.

(b) A measure referred to in subsection (a)
includes any measure that was the object of
a motion to suspend the rules on the legisla-
tive day of May 11, 2021, or May 12, 2021, in
the form as so offered, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered and further proceedings
postponed pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX.

(c) Upon the offering of a motion pursuant
to subsection (a) concerning multiple meas-
ures, the ordering of the yeas and nays on
postponed motions to suspend the rules with
respect to such measures is vacated to the
end that all such motions are considered as
withdrawn.

SEC. 7. House Resolution 379 is hereby
adopted.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Colorado is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, for
the purposes of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
RESCHENTHALER), pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the pur-
poses of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PERLMUTTER. I ask unanimous
consent that all Members be given 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, the
Rules Committee met yesterday and
reported a rule, House Resolution 380,
providing for consideration of H.R.
2547, the Comprehensive Debt Collec-
tion Improvement Act, under a struc-
tured rule.

The rule provides 1 hour of debate,
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services or their
designees. The rule self-executes a
manager’s amendment from Chair-
woman WATERS, makes in order 14
amendments, provides en bloc author-
ity for Chairwoman WATERS or her des-
ignee and provides one motion to re-
commit.

The rule also provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 1065, the Pregnant Work-
ers Fairness Act, under a closed rule,
which provides 1 hour of debate, equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking member of the Committee
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